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Be a B 24 Liberator airman and join the Ploesti mission.

Come fly with the American Army Air Force!
a re-enactment

Preparation (allow half a day)

1. Print out and laminate supplied images (nos. 1 – 17) describing the Ploesti mission. Please include the 
accompanying text and the item’s reference number.

2. Blu-tack the images on a wall in the activity area, in number order.

3. Print out 7 copies of the re-enactment script, the Ploesti mission in words page, and the Positions on the 
B24-Liberator diagram.

4. Use the Positions on the B24-Liberator diagram to create the outline shape of the aircraft. You can use
plastic sheeting/white fabric sheet (4m x 2m) cut into the required shape, or mark the outline directly on to 
the floor using masking tape.

5. Print, cut out and laminate the 10 crew position cards. 

Materials

Pictures, 
Re-enactment script 
Brief explanation of the Ploesti mission
Ploesti mission in words text
Diagram of positions on B24-Liberator
Position cards for B24-Liberator



Come fly with the American Army Air Force!
a re-enactment

Activity Outline (duration 45 mins. – 1hr)

1. Briefly explain the Ploesti mission (5 mins.). Explanatory text available on page 4. 

2. Ask for 10 children to volunteer as the bomber crew for the mission, and give them a position card each.

3. Guide the children to take up their correct crew positions in the marked out aircraft outline, using the Positions on 
the B24-Liberator diagram. The children can sit on the floor, or chairs could be provided.

4. Ask the children to look at pictures and briefly discuss what they see. 

5. Use the Ploesti mission in words text to provide a brief description of the mission to complement young people’s   
observations/comment.

6. Ask for 7 re-enactment volunteers (or 6 if the session leader takes the part of the narrator), hand out the scripts, 
and perform the re-enactment.

Optional Extra

Organizers might like to borrow a copy of The Liberators DVD from the 2nd Air Division Memorial Library. A short 5-minute 
film about the B-24 Liberator aircraft used by the 2nd Air Division US Army Air Force during the Second World War and on 
the Ploesti mission. It explains how the aircraft was designed and manufactured, each of the crew positions, and gives 
examples of nose art and assembly ship designs. It could be shown to the children after the brief explanation of the Ploesti 
mission.

Related craft activities

Creating a badge
Creating an escape map



Brief explanation of the Ploesti mission

Come fly with the American Army Air Force!
a re-enactment

The attack destroyed about 40 per cent of the oil fields’
capacity, but on the return flight crews came under heavy 
Luftwaffe fighter attack. It was the worst loss suffered by 
the USAAF on a single mission: over 50 aircraft were 
destroyed and over 500 airmen were killed or wounded, 
earning it the name ‘Black Sunday’. They were just some of 
the 6,700 young Americans of the 2nd Air Division who lost 
their lives in the Second World War.



Date:………………

Name of event:……………………………………………………Place of event:……………………………

Feedback form
To be returned to NRO at the completion of this event. 

Please email norfrec@norfolk.gov.uk , F.A.O. Education & Outreach 

Organisers’ feedback

The session and material provided were appropriate for use with all young people participating (please circle)
Disagree Strongly Disagree        Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

The young people found the material inspiring (please circle)
Disagree Strongly Disagree        Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

The format of the material is flexible enough to encourage learning and creative work (please circle)
Disagree Strongly Disagree        Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

The greatest strength of this session is … (please complete)

The session would have been better if … (please complete)

Feedback from participants, e.g., quotes



Positions on the B24-Liberator



Position cards

Bombardier 

1

Navigator

2

Radio operator

5

Top Gunner 

6

Co-pilot 

4

Pilot 

3



Position cards

Left Waist Gunner

8

Ball Gunner

7

Tail Gunner

10

Right Waist Gunner

9



Re-enactment script
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Re-enactment script



Re-enactment script



Ploesti mission in words

Your mission starts at the Headquarters. The General works with his secretary to decide on 
the next mission. He contacts his weather officer to find out about the conditions and 
decides the next mission will be in Ploesti, Romania, bombing the oil refineries the German 
forces were using. 

He sends message to the Intelligence Officer and the Group Commander about the new 
mission. The airmen are waiting at the Nissen huts to find out more about the mission. Some 
other airmen are using the bomb hoist to move the bombs over to the planes. The 
Intelligence Officer is briefing the airmen. He is showing them the mission map from 
Benghazi, Libya, their base, to Ploesti Romania and the oil refineries, their target.

The airmen set off on their mission. They bomb the target, but not everything goes to plan. 
The German Air force attacks them. Some of the American airmen did not survive, others 
were captured and some returned safely to base. The lead plane is destroyed and falls in 
the sea. The Radio Operator contacts the airmen to check how they are, and says that 
support fighter planes will be coming shortly to help them.
The Ground Crew at base are nervously awaiting the return of their friends and colleagues 
on the Ploesti mission. Some do return and have a de-brief with the Intelligence Officer. 

Over at the Mechanical shop, repairs are being made to the damaged aircrafts.
The end of the war was celebrated in Norfolk and, in Norwich, there was a large ‘Wings for
Victory’ parade and service of Thanksgiving in the Cathedral on 13 May 1945. American
service personnel took part in the event but many were getting ready to transfer to the 
Pacific, where the war had not yet finished. However, in most cases the war there ended 
before they arrived and they returned home to the United States.
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Norfolk Record Office
Photograph of 2nd Air Division Headquarters at Ketteringham Hall

MC 376/334
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Iru Purcell and George Knudson at the Weather Station 

MC 376 /439
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Photograph of the interior of a residential Nissen hut

MC 376/592/22 
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The old bomb hoist at Shipdham airbase, 44th Bomb Group 

MC 376/121
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Map showing the route to the target 
from Benghazi to Ploesti and the 

return route back to base
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Crew briefing on D-Day at Shipdham airbase, 1944. 

MC 371/7



7

Norfolk Record Office
P-47 ‘Thunderbolt’ fighter aeroplane, Peck of 

Trouble at Horsham St Faith Airbase 
MC 371/908/106
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Aerial view of a D-Day mission taken by 
the Meteorology Photography Unit of the 

44th Bomb Group, Shipdham, 1944
MC 376/32
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Damage to oil refineries at Ploesti, Romania, following 
the low-level mission to bomb them on 1 August 1943 

MC 371/186
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Norfolk Record Office
Damage to oil refineries at Ploesti, Romania, following 
the low-level mission to bomb them on 1 August 1943 

MC 371/186
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Photograph of the radio shack, 44th Bomb Group, 

Shipdham airbase 
MC 376/121
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Shipdham Control Tower, 1944 

MC 371/7



13

Norfolk Record Office
Photograph showing ground crews with bicycles watching the sky 

MC 371/747
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Charles ‘Chuck’ Walker, pilot (centre) with ground crew. The bombs painted on the side of the aeroplane 

represent completed missions and the swastikas represent the number of German planes shot down
MC 376/630
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Lt. Howard Robb (co-pilot) and Lt. John E. Butler (navigator on return from their D-Day mission, 6 June 1944. 

Their crew spotted German tanks near Caen, advancing towards the beaches. They are showing the intelligence 
officer of the 44th Bomb Group at Shipdham airbase the location and number of tanks on their maps. 

MC 371/7
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Machine shop, 489th Bomb Group, Halesworth

MC 371/603
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Wings for Victory parade City Hall, Norwich, 13 May, 1945 

MC 371/ 49


