
Using documents and images from the 2nd Air Division USAAF Archive, this resource was created by 
the Norfolk Record Office and the Second Air Division Memorial Library, as part of the Heritage Lottery 

Funded Norfolk's American Connections Project. (For more information, please visit: 
www.norfolksamericanconnections.com)

© Norfolk Record Office

Norfolk Record Office
The Archive Centre

Martineau Lane
Norwich

NR1 2DQ
Tel: 01603 222599

E-mail: norfrec@norfolk.gov.uk
Website: http://archives.norfolk.gov.uk

2nd Air Division Memorial Library
The Forum, Millennium Plain

Norwich
Norfolk

NR2 1AW
Tel 01603 774747

Email 2admemorial.lib@norfolk.gov.uk
Website www.2ndair.org.uk



Find out about silk escape maps and how they were used by British and American aircrews to evade capture during the Second 
World War . Create your own getting inspiration from archives of the Second Air Division United States Army Air Force. 

Preparation time (allow half a day)
1. Print out and laminate images of original escape maps (jpegs provided). Please include the accompanying text (as labels on 
the back of each image if preferred).
2. Print out and laminate copies of the hand-drawn 1943 map of Europe (jpeg provided) for children to use as a template when 
creating their own maps. You will need enough for each child to have their own template, or for children to share one between 
two.
3. Cut fabric into A4 sized pieces (one per child).

Activity outline (duration 1 hr.)
1. Briefly explain escape maps and show children the images of the original Second World War maps (5-10 mins.).

During the Second World War, the United States and Great Britain produced in excess of 3.5 million silk maps and cloth maps 
for Allied military personnel to use as escape maps. In 1940, the British military intelligence unit, known as MI 9, started 
issuing silk maps for use by British aircrews shot down over enemy occupied territory in Europe. The silk maps were 
intended to assist airmen in evading capture. MI 9 and the American military also smuggled silk and tissue paper escape 
maps into POW camps in Germany along with other escape aids to encourage POWs to attempt escape.

2. Hand out copies of the laminated map templates and an A4 sized piece of fabric to the young people.

3. Explain to the children how to create their maps. First create an outline of the map and borders of countries, tracing the map 

on your fabric with a felt tip. Finally colour in the countries with fabric paint, leaving this until last as the paint can run.

4. Hints and tips for children – Only put a small amount of water when pouring paint on to your palette to stop it becoming too 

runny.

Materials
Fabric (white/cream, as thin as you can 

get), fabric paint, felt tips, brushes, 
palettes/mixing bowls, scissors, paper 

towels, plastic cups for water

Creating an escape map

This could be a messy 
activity. Organizers might like 
to provide young people with 
protective clothing, such as 
aprons or old shirts, or ask 

them to bring their own.

Optional Extra
Activity organizers may like to borrow an 

original WW2 silk map (used by the 
American Air Force) from the 2nd Air 

Division Memorial Library for children to 
look at and handle. This would have to be 

collected from the Memorial Library.
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Date:………………

Name of event:……………………………………………………Place of event:……………………………

Feedback form
To be returned to NRO at the completion of this event. 

Please email norfrec@norfolk.gov.uk , F.A.O. Education & Outreach

Organisers’ feedback

The session and material provided were appropriate for use with all young people participating (please circle)
Disagree Strongly Disagree        Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

The young people found the material inspiring (please circle)
Disagree Strongly Disagree        Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

The format of the material is flexible enough to encourage learning and creative work (please circle)
Disagree Strongly Disagree        Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

The greatest strength of this session is … (please complete)

The session would have been better if … (please complete)

Feedback from participants, e.g., quotes


